
City Hall - 621 11th Street 
Tuesday, February 24, 2015  at 7:00 PM 

We May Disagree, But We Will Be Respectful of One Another. All Comments Will Be Directed to the Issue 
at Hand, and Addressed to the Commission. Personal Attacks are Unacceptable 

 
Opening/Flag Salute/Roll Call   
 
Approval of Minutes—February 10, 2014 
 
Oral Comments from the Public  
Members of the public may be heard on any item of interest not on the Agenda. Speakers 
addressing the Commission will be limited to 3 minutes per speaker. Be advised that, by law, the 
Commission is not able to deliberate or take action on issues presented during Oral Comments. 
 
Business 

 
1. A Public Hearing to Consider the Approval of a Conditional Use Permit to Allow the 

Operation of a Small Medical Waste Shredding and Disinfecting Facility in the Commercial 
Thoroughfare (C-T) District.; Applicant: Corey Fitze; APN:  040-161-006; Project Site: 591 
Main Street 

 
Staff/Commission Communications 
 
1. Role of the Zoning Administrator (FMC 17.07.002 & 17.07.004) 

 
Adjourn 
 
Copies of maps and other information for the agenda items are available for review at the 
Community Development Dept. at City Hall, 621 11th Street, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m.  Members of the public are invited to come to the meeting and comment on any item 
under discussion. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact the Building Department at (707) 725-7600.  
Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to 
ensure accessibility to this meeting (28 CFR 35.102 - 35.104 ADA Title II).  
 
If you are not satisfied with a decision of the Planning Commission, you may appeal the decision 
to the City Council.  If you appeal a decision, the appeal must be filed with the City Clerk within 
15 days of the Planning Commission’s decision. 
 
NOTICE REGARDING CHALLENGES TO DECISIONS Pursuant to all applicable laws and  
regulations, including without limitation, Calif. Gov. Code Section 65009 and or Calif. Public 
Resources Code Sec. 21177, if you wish to challenge in court any of the above decisions 
(regarding planning, zoning and/or environmental decisions), you may be limited to raising only 
those issues raised at the public hearing(s) described in this notice/agenda, or in written 
correspondence delivered to the City Clerk prior to this public hearing.  

1



1 
 

   STAFF REPORT  
Planning Commission Business Agenda Item 

 
DATE: February 24, 2015 
 
TO: Planning Commission  
 
FROM: Liz Shorey, Deputy Community Development Director 
 
THRU: Regan M. Candelario, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT:   Eco Medical Conditional Use Permit  
   
PROJECT INFORMATION: 
 
Project: A Public Hearing to Consider the Approval of a Conditional Use Permit to 

Allow the Operation of a Small Medical Waste Shredding and 
Disinfecting Facility in the Commercial Thoroughfare (C-T) District. 

Location:  591 Main Street  
APN:  040-161-006 
Applicant:  Corey Fitze 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  That the Planning Commission approve the use 
permit with the conditions in the attached resolution.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The applicant is proposing to operate a small medical waste shredding and disinfecting 
within an existing building for the purpose of collecting medical waste from local 
medical offices, and shredding and disinfecting the materials into a safe and clean by-
product that will then be transported for disposal or recycling into other materials (see 
Project Description, attached). The applicant has an existing business collecting waste 
from medical offices within Fortuna and surrounding communities and transporting them 
out of the area for processing. The proposed site will allow local treatment, thereby 
reducing cost to the community’s treatment facilities. By keeping treatment in the 
County, processing won’t be done by a third party, thereby significantly reducing costs to 
local physicians. 
 
The proposed location is within an existing building at 591 Main Street (see Location 
map, attached). The existing building is occupied by a tire and cycle repair shop and 
several leased repair and storage spaces. The medical waste processing would be 
confined to an enclosed commercial space of approximately 300 square feet that is 
accessed from the parking area on the west side of the site (see Site Plan, attached).  
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The applicant currently has a storage location on Alamar Way; however, the Freeway 
Commercial district prohibits light industrial processing activities; the proposed 
Commercial Thoroughfare district location on Main Street allows “light industrial 
service” activities upon issuance of a conditional use permit.  
 
The medical waste processor is a small office-sized, state-of-the-art machine that uses a 
clean-air hybrid technology that converts medical waste into ordinary trash using a 
biodegradable, disinfectant-based process. The medical waste processor simultaneously 
shreds and disinfects medical waste using an EPA-registered disinfectant. The medical 
waste is broken down to a solid waste product that can be placed in a landfill or safely 
recycled into other products. The liquid residue is free from all contaminants and is 
approved by the City to be disposed of into the City’s sewer system.  
 
Eco Medical is permitted by the California Department of Health to currently collect 
medical waste from local offices and transport it to treatment facilities outside of 
Humboldt County. The treatment technology is an approved method in compliance with 
all governmental regulations (Medical Waste Management Act). The applicant is in the 
process of obtaining necessary permits from the Health Department for the proposed 
treatment. Permitting includes containment procedures, employee training, and safety 
measures.   

 
The applicant’s site plan and project description are attached. Additional project 
details and operations provided by the applicant are provided below: 

 
1. Number of Employees: One person on site at a time for no more than a couple 

hours a day three days a week. In total there are two employees which will 
increase to three immediately following approval.  

2. Types of products brought to the site for processing: Regulated Medical Waste—
waste generated by doctors (limited to sharps, gauze, and tubing) that are stored in 
special biohazard bags that are always stored in secondary containment which is 
an OSHA approved container. No pharmaceuticals or trace chemo waste will be 
collected.  

3. Description of waste or by-products generated: The byproduct is shredded 
medical waste that is considered solid waste that can be recycled. Some cities 
have used the byproduct to make park benches. Approximately 1,000 pounds of 
medical waste per week will be brought to the facility. Pick-up of medical waste 
and deliveries to the facility will take place three days per week, and the machine 
will be operated only once each of those days.  

4. Description of Proposed Discharges: The discharge is a biodegradable non-toxic 
effluent that is discharged into the sewer system. The effluent contains water and 
disinfectant at a concentration of 0.001 percent, and has been approved as 
acceptable by EPA and the Fortuna Public Works Department. Each processing 
cycle will discharge approximately 150 gallons. 

5. Number of deliveries per day: There will be one delivery per day that will take 
approximately 15 to 30 minutes.  
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6. Vehicle storage when not in use: Parking will remain at the storage office site on 
Alamar Way. 

7. Noise produced by processing machine: The noise is similar to the decibel level 
of an office operating its copying equipment—approximately 70 decibels for up 
to 15 minutes per day.  

8. Required permits (county, state, federal, etc.)—inspections: A treatment facility 
permit from California Public Health is in process; a permit is already issued for 
collecting and transporting, but is being expanded to add the processing feature. 
Inspections are conducted at least once annually and have always met compliance 
requirements. 

9. Release prevention measures: Transport of medical waste is regulated in safe, 
approved containers. The sealed collection containers are loaded directly into the 
machine, so there is no opportunity for spillage. Liquid effluent is connected to 
the sewer system and is regulated through a computer on the machine. Reports of 
the entire process are sent to California Department of Public Health as part of the 
ongoing compliance protocol.  

10. Description of treatment process: Waste is brought to the storage building, 
removed from the tub and placed into the machine, the machine shreds and 
disinfects the waste, the water is discharged and the shredded waste is placed into 
a recycling bin. 

 
The project has been reviewed by the City Building Division and Public Works 
Department, and Fortuna Fire Protection District. The attached conditions of approval 
contain the conditions necessary to protect the public health and safety and ensure project 
compatibility with the surrounding neighborhood. Project Findings are attached to the 
draft resolution and conditions of approval. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
No financial impact to the City. 
 
RECOMMENDED COMMISSION ACTION: 
 

1. Receive staff presentation and review Commission questions with staff. 
2. Open Public Comment. 
3. Close Public Comment; voice vote 
4. Motion to Adopt Resolution P-2015-1189, and read by title only: 

 
“Motion to adopt Resolution No. PC-2015-1189, a resolution of the Planning 
Commission of the City of Fortuna, approving a conditional use permit to allow the 
operation of a small medical waste shredding and disinfecting facility”. Roll call 
vote. 

 
 Attachments: 
 

1. Applicant’s Project Description 
2. Shredder Description 
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3. Site Plan 
4. Aerial Photo 
5. Streetview Photo 
6. Resolution P-2015-1189 
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Attachment 1 
 

Medical Waste Treatment Facility Project 
Overview by Applicant 

 
Eco Medical has been serving the local healthcare industry for the past 2 years.  Permitting as a 
Medical Waste Transporter and Transfer Station, Eco Medical has brought a much needed 
alternative for healthcare providers to the Northern California area by providing personalized 
service at a fair price. 
 
Eco Medical has gone to great lengths to be assured they and their customers comply with all 
local, state and federal regulations and more importantly safely comply, by training hands-on 
with a respected operating Medical Waste company. Eco Medical also retains the services of a 
consultant with almost thirty years experience in the Medical Waste industry.   
 
A Medical Waste Treatment Facility is permitted, regulated, monitored and regularly inspected by 
the State of California, Department of Public Health, Medical Waste Management Program 
(CDPH, MWMP).  The facility is operated following the strict regulations set forth within the 
Medical Waste Management Act (MWMA), which is found within Title 22, sections 117600 – 
118360 of the State of California Health and Safety Code. 
 
Facility personnel, experienced or not, are required to complete and attend on-going training in 
all areas of safely handling Medical Waste and operating facility equipment prior to working.  
Staff is also provided with all required Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).  All training is 
recorded and maintained in personnel files and available for review during inspections. 
Waste is picked up from facilities contracted for service and will be brought into the facility for 
disposal via a preapproved ingress route.  Waste is inspected for proper packaging at time of 
pickup from the client "Generator".  If waste is not properly packaged, leaking and/or lid cannot 
be securely snapped on, pickup is refused until Generator resolves the problems.  All required 
Tracking Documents are generated and provided to each facility in addition to accompanying the 
waste during transport. 
 
Once the unloading process commences,  waste is packaged in Department of Transportation 
(DOT) approved sealed containers.  The containers are marked with required information so that 
all waste is tracked from point of generation to point of destruction.  Sealed containers are 
unloaded, weighed and staged for disposal or removal to a contracted required disposal facility.  
Waste is introduced to treatment in order received, but must be treated within forty-eight (48) 
hours of time received, per the MWMA.   
 
Waste received and disposed of is recorded and documents are retained onsite by regulation for 
a minimum of three (3) years and must be provided during the quarterly inspections conducted 
by the state inspectors.  Quarterly reports of weights by waste type are required to be provided 
to the CDPH, MWMP.   
 
All daily operations (including all pre/post shift staff inspection procedures of facility and 
equipment in addition to cleaning/disinfecting of facility) must be approved by CDPH as part of 
the Treatment Facility Permit Application, including the operations plan. This can be provided to 
the City to maintain on file if requested. 
 
The process that has been chosen for this project is an approved treatment technology by the 
State of California, Department of Health Services, Medical Waste Management Program.  It is a 
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“zero, harmful emissions, green technology.”  It is a safe system for not only the personnel, but 
the local environment.  
  
Waste is shredded to render unrecognizable, reduce volume and be safe for the landfill or 
recycling center and its personnel (needles are no longer needles).  The patented disinfecting 
solution is safe for the environment.  In addition, the waste that is presently having to be 
transported over 400 miles on highways through communities, with the possibility of accidents 
that could result in a spill and effect the environment, will no longer be traveling, which will also 
be reducing the carbon footprint. 
 
We understand the words “Medical Waste” sets off alarms if you do not fully understand how we 
are regulated, inspected and the responsible way we handle it.  Also, to help you understand; 
Biohazardous waste is Not Hazardous, it is not explosive, corrosive, flammable or toxic.  
Communities do not understand that Biohazardous waste is generated in more locations then 
they realize. Biohazardous Waste is generated within hospitals, doctors, dental, labs, tattoo 
parlors, schools, dairies, ranches, hotels, health departments and mortuaries.  A little known fact 
is that facilities such as mortuaries and/or coroners are not required to capture and dispose of 
bodily fluids when preforming their duties.  The fluids are simply disposed of within the sewer 
system. 
 
Being a lifelong member of this community made it easy for myself the owner/operator Corey 
Fitze to come to the decision to bring this service to his hometown and to ensure that it is 
operated responsibly by utilizing the greenest and most up to date technology available.  Eco 
Medical is excited to work with the Planning Department and Commission and any additional 
departments to help them understand, be comfortable and proud of this business and service 
provided within the community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Corey Fitze, Regulated Waste Specialist 

 
1749 Alamar Way  
Fortuna, Ca 95540 
Phone/Fax: 707-832-5080 
Cell: 707-498-7955 
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SteriMed SIS I Ster iMed S70 I Clinical Waste Disposal Products 

Steri~ed. 

---~~ 
-U$ 

MliCOSfSA~ 

~ 

~NIG--li-S ------CQIIACTU$ 

An idea this big 
shouldn't be 

wasted. 

System 70 Brochure 

System 70 Specifications 

System 15 Brochure 

System 15 Specificatio ns 

SterCid Brochure 

StorCid Specifications 

SterCid MSOS 

SteriMed Company Brochure 

HOW IT WORKS. 

COMPACT, GREEN, FAST. 

The StenMed medtcal waste processors--comparable in size 

to a small walk-up self-seNice photocopter--simultaneously shred, 

macerate, disinfect and dewater mediCal waste ustng an environmentally 

friendly dlslnfectant--SterCid. 

After treatment of the potentially infectious medteal waste. the resuh•ng 

solid waste material is stmply and cost effectively discarded as regular 

trash In your lOcal community landfill in accordance with solid waste 

regulations. 

Each SteriMed system features an easy to opet"ate operator interface. The 

untreated waste bag or sharps containers are loaded into the loading door 

of the system. The lime lor clinic personnel to load and start an automatic 

cycle is less than 30 seconds; less t ime than It takes to label, package, 

and manifest the same waste for off site transportation! 

StenMed systems also feature an intuihve graphical operator in terface. 

which communiCates the status of the automatic d isinfection and 

destruction process. Training time of your staff Is just a few minutes. 

At the end of the cycle. the treated wasle Is disposed of as ordinary trash: 

no hassle. no manifesting or packaging tabor for untreated waste, and 

best of all , for up to 50% of the cost of hauling 

SAFE, EFFICIENT, COMPLIANT. 

The micfobiOiog.cat inactivation features of the StenMed treatment system 

is enabled by SterCidTM, a uniquely eco-friendly, biOdegradable 

d isinfectant solution with lethal power lo treat all forms of virulent 

d iseases. including H1N1, SARS, HIV, TB, and Hepatitis. SterCid is 

PfOvided In concentrated form, and Is periodically poured into each 

SteriMed syslem about once per week. The SteriMed system 

automatically dilutes the concentrate to the COf'rect d isinfection application 

rate to aChieve the required disinfection of the waste . 

SterCidTM is registered with the U.S Environmental Pmtectlon Agency 

("U.S. EPA ") In accordance with the Federal lnsectiClde, Fungicide, 

Rodenticide Act ("FIFRN) for use 1n the treatment of medical waste. 

During the SleriMed disinfecting cycle. the concentration of SterCkt® is 

approximately 0.5 percent of the total volume of liquids. The SterCidTM 

disinfectant, in conjunction with StortMcd Systems. hn!> been validated In 

independent laboratones. Results show that disinfection levels speCified in 

the u.s. EPA guidance document, ·Report on State and Territorial 

AssociatiOn on Alternate Treatment Technok>gies· (STAATT), are met. 

STAATI ts a worldwide organization involved in setting criteria for efficacy 

of a lternative trealment of medical waste technolog;&s. The SteriMed 

exceeds STAATI Level Ill efficacy. and can be used for treatment 

http://www.sterimedsystems.com/products.html 

Page 1 of2 

Bef'llgn "Ploof~ '" converted 
lrom hazardous clinical waste. 

Untreated medical w~ste Is easily 
loaded Into the 570 and 515. 

Pres& the "start" button to begin 
the unmanned automatic cycle. 

2/17/201 5 
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Project Location 
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Project Location 

Main Street 
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Resolution P-2015-1189 
 

A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the 
City of Fortuna Approving a Conditional Use Permit to Allow the Operation of a 

Small Medical Waste Shredding and Disinfecting Facility 
 

WHEREAS, Eco Medical has applied for approval of a use permit for a medical waste 
shredding and disinfecting facility; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed project, its design and improvement, conforms with the 
applicable local ordinances and the Fortuna General Plan if certain conditions are met; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the project is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act under exemptions Class 3 (Guidelines Sec. 15303) and Class 32 (Sec. 
15332); and  
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has considered this project on this date at a duly 
noticed public hearing, considered the staff report and public testimony, and found that 
the project is compatible with the surrounding area, it will not be detrimental to adjacent 
property owners or the public at large, and approval is in the public interest, as discussed 
in the Findings for Use Permits, Attachment A, hereby adopted; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Planning Commission of the City of 
Fortuna that  the proposed development shown on the site plan submitted on February 12, 
2015 is hereby approved, subject to the following conditions being satisfied: 
 
I. BUILDING DEPARTMENT: 
 

1. The applicant shall obtain a certificate of occupancy from the Building 
Division and comply with any requirements of the Building Codes.  

2. Based on actual site conditions, to be determined, the building may need to be 
upgraded, including but not limited to, the following: 

• Smoke detectors; 
• Exit signs;  
• Emergency lights; 
• Fire extinguishers. 

 
3. The applicant shall obtain a building permit for connection to the City sewer, 

and any applicable permit fees shall be paid.  

II. PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT: 
 

1. The Public Works Department shall be allowed to inspect and monitor the 
equipment and processing techniques. Any requirements of the Public Works 
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Department shall be complied with, with regards to proposed or future 
processing. The applicant shall submit any equipment, treatment, or discharge 
modifications to the Public Works Department, and comply with treatment 
requirements, if applicable. 

 
III.  PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
 

1. This grant authorizes the use of the subject property for the continued 
operation and maintenance of a Conditional Use Permit for the proposed 
medical waste processing facility as depicted on the site plan and project 
description, subject to all of the conditions of approval. 

2. The facility will maintain permits with the California Department of Public 
Health, in compliance with the Medical Waste Management Act. 

 
 

 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 24th day of February, 2015 by the following vote: 
 
 
AYES:     
NOES: 
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT:  
 
 
       _____________________________ 
                                        Chairman, Planning Commission 
 
 
ATTEST:   ______________________________ 
                   Secretary, Planning Commission 
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Attachment A to Resolution P-2015-1189 
 

Findings  
 

 The Fortuna Zoning Code, Section 17.65.090 requires the Commission to make 
specific finding before approving a use permit. Site plans must conform to the City 
ordinances.  In addition to the discussion provided in the staff report, the following 
presents the project in relation to the City’s ordinances and required findings: 

 
1. That the proposed use at the size and intensity contemplated, and at the proposed 

location, will provide a development that is necessary or desirable for, and 
compatible with, the neighborhood or the community: 

  
• The General Plan land use designation is Commercial, and the zoning 

designation is Commercial Thorougfare (C-T). Light service industries are 
conditionally permitted in the zone. The proposed use will provide services 
to the community in support of medical waste processing, a service that 
benefits the public at large and is essential to the community’s medical 
providers.  

• The project will contribute to the local economy by providing jobs and 
supporting existing medical-provider businesses within the City.  

• The proposed location is within an existing commercial building and no 
construction or modifications are proposed. Traffic and noise will be 
minimal (less than that generated by other occupants of the building or other 
allowable uses within the zone), and there will be no other activities 
noticeable to the neighborhood.  

 
2. That such use as proposed will not be detrimental to the health, safety, 

convenience, or general welfare of persons residing or working in the vicinity, 
or injurious to the property, improvements or potential development in the 
vicinity with respect to aspects including but not limited to the following: 

 
a) The nature of the proposed site, including its size and shape, and the proposed 

size, shape, and arrangement of structures: 
 

• The proposed development represents a conditionally permitted use allowed 
in this zone. The size and shape of the lot is adequate to accommodate the 
proposed project. The arrangement of the existing structures, driving aisle, 
and parking area allows for adequate maneuvering space and setbacks. The 
proposed location is within an existing commercial building with compatible 
uses that will not be impaired by the proposed activity. 

 
b) The accessibility and traffic patterns for persons and vehicles, the type and 

volume of such traffic, and the adequacy of proposed off-street parking and 
loading: 
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• The proposed project is located on Main Street, a commercial thoroughfare 
that functions safely under its current configuration and traffic volumes. The 
project will result in one vehicle trip per day, and will not impact existing 
traffic volumes. Loading and unloading will take place on-site, adjacent to 
the business space.  

 
c) The safeguards afforded to prevent noxious or offensive emissions such as 

noise, glare, dust and odor: 
 
• The project will not have any glare, dust, or odor emissions. Processing will 

take place within an enclosed building, and will not be noticeable to the 
surrounding area. The shredding machine produces 70 decibels (interior) 
when in operation. Fortuna General Plan Table 8-2 Noise Compatibility 
Standards recommend 70 decibels at exterior commercial locations. Actual 
exterior noise levels will be less than 70 decibels due to noise attenuation by 
the structure’s walls. Further limiting noise impacts, processing time will be 
limited to approximately 15 minutes per day during daytime hours.   

• Compliance with existing State of California Health Department permitting 
requirements and project Conditions of Approval will ensure safety and 
compatibility with the surrounding neighborhood. 

 
d) Treatment given, as appropriate, to such aspects as landscaping, screening, 

open spaces, parking areas, service areas, lighting, and signs: 
 
• The project will be located within a 10-foot by 30-foot enclosed space 

within an existing multi-space commercial building. No new construction is 
proposed. The site is nonconforming only with regards to landscaping. 
Because the site is fully developed and previously used for commercial 
activities, there will be no change in the visual impact as a result of the 
project itself. Because there is no increase in floor area, the Fortuna 
Municipal Code does not require any additional landscaping or parking. No 
lighting or signs are proposed, but would be subject to Fortuna Municipal 
Code requirements. 

 
3. That such use or feature as proposed will comply with the applicable provisions 

of the Fortuna Zoning regulations and will be consistent with the policies and 
standards of the Fortuna General Plan.: 

  
The following table analyzes the project relative to the applicable standards of 
the Fortuna Zoning Code and Improvement Standards and Specifications:  

 
CITY STANDARD: PROJECT COMPLIANCE: 
R-1-6 Zoning Standards:  
Purpose (FMC 17.03.022): 
The purpose of the C-T 
district is to provide for 

The project will provide for a combination of heavy 
commercial, warehousing and distribution, and 
servicing activities. Due to the proposed location 
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retail, wholesale, highway, 
and heavy commercial uses, 
along with amusement, 
transient residential, 
warehousing and 
distribution, maintenance, 
repair, and servicing 
activities. 

within a small space extending from the side of an 
existing commercial building, the space is not 
highly suitable for retail or a lighter type of 
commercial activity. 

Conditional Use (FMC 
17.03.022.D.2): The 
Commercial Thorughfare 
(C-T) zoning district allows 
“Light Service Industries” 
as a conditionally allowable 
use, subject to obtaining a 
conditional use permit. 

A conditional use permit issued by the Planning 
Commission will meet this requirement. 

 

C-T Zoning Standards:  
17.24.060, et seq) 
 

The project is on a site that is fully developed with 
an existing commercial building utilized for vehicle 
repair activities. No new construction or additional 
floor area is proposed. Zoning standards are met 
with regards to lot size, setbacks, and parking, and 
nonconforming with regards to landscaping. 
Change of use within an existing building is 
allowed without bringing the site up to current 
standards (17.06.130--Nonconforming uses). 
 

 
 

 
General Plan Land Use Designation: Commercial (COM: 
“This designation provides for neighborhood and locally-oriented commercial 
centers that may include retail and service uses, limited professional and 
administrative offices as part of a larger commercial center, public and quasi-
public uses as part of a larger commercial center, and similar and compatible 
uses”. 
 
General Plan policy (ED-1.3): Local Entrepreneurship/Small Business 
Development: "Recognizing the powerful job creation potential of small 
businesses, the City shall continue to promote entrepreneurial development and 
small business expansion".  
Response: The proposed activity involves creation of a new business activity in 
Fortuna and the County, and the expansion from transporting to local waste 
treatment is responding to the demands and needs of the community. 
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General Plan policy (ED-3.6): Diversified Healthcare: "The City shall take 
measures to preserve existing healthcare facilities and services and encourage 
the development of additional components of a healthcare industry complex".  
Response: The proposed activity will provide a service to the local healthcare 
system; by keeping waste treatment local, costs will be reduced to local 
physicians. 
 
General Plan policy (LU-1.6): "The City shall encourage infill development on 
vacant sites and reuse of underutilized parcels to minimize outward growth and 
reduce the cost of providing public services and facilities".  
Response: The project supports infill development. The light industrial 
development allows infill of a parcel that is centrally located within the City. 
The commercial use will utilize existing commercial development and provide a 
continuation of the commercial use of the building.  
 
General Plan policy (LU-5.1): "Compatibility. The City shall ensure that land 
use and development decisions are not detrimental to the positive character and 
identity of Fortuna’s existing residential neighborhoods".  
Response: Project design features ensure that the commercial development is 
compatible with the neighborhood. Such features include a new façade that 
maintains the barn appearance of the building, new landscaping along the public 
street, and landscaping and screening between the commercial site and the 
adjoining residential sites.  
 
General Plan policy (ED-1.1): "Diversified Economic Base. In order to provide 
more community amenities for Fortuna residents and visitors, the City shall 
identify businesses and industries that will create a thriving business community  
and generate a sound tax base. The City shall support business owners in 
opening new business facilities or relocating existing businesses within the 
city".  
Response: The project, as a Light Service Industry, supports a diversified 
economic activity within the City. The medical waste collection and processing 
activities contribute to the job base in the City, as well as the well-being of 
medical services to the community.  
 

 
II. Environmental Finding pursuant to CEQA: This project is subject to environmental 

review in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and 
qualifies for a Class 3 and Class 32 exemptions from CEQA: 

 
Section 15303. New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures. 
Class 3 consists of construction and location of limited numbers of new, small facilities or 
structures; installation of small new equipment and facilities in small structures; and the 
conversion of existing small structures from one use to another where only minor 
modifications are made in the exterior of the structure. 
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Section 15332. In-Fill Development Projects. 
Class 32 consists of projects characterized as in-fill development meeting the conditions 
described in this section.(a) The project is consistent with the applicable general plan 
designation and all applicable general plan policies as well as with applicable zoning 
designation and regulations.(b) The proposed development occurs within city limits on a 
project site of no more than five acres substantially surrounded by urban uses.(c) The project 
site has no value, as habitat for endangered, rare or threatened species.(d) Approval of the 
project would not result in any significant effects relating to traffic, noise, air quality, or water 
quality.(e) The site can be adequately served by all required utilities and public services. 
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